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Summer Intern Profiles
This summer definitely provided us both with a tre-

mendous opportunity to intern with the North Heron 
Lake Game Producers Association (NHLGPA) and the 
Heron Lake Watershed District (HLWD). Our intern-
ship with your 
organizations has 
more than pre-
pared us for fu-
ture goals and as-
pirations within 
the environmen-
tal science and 
natural resources 
fields. 

Hello every-
one! Some of you 
may remember 
me from last year, 
but for those of you that don’t my name is Cole Sinna-
mon. This summer I’m returning as a second year intern 
with the NHLGPA and HLWD. I’m grateful to have had 
the opportunity to return as it has provided tremendous 
knowledge and experience within the field I hope to 
someday enter. I grew up in Dundee and went to Fulda 
High School. This fall I’ll be entering my junior year at 
Minnesota State University – Mankato, where I’m ma-
joring in environmental studies and minoring in geogra-
phy. Once I graduate my career aspirations are to work 
with water quality and soil sustainability. In my spare 
time I like to do things such as fishing, going to concerts, 
playing guitar, watching sports especially – University of 
North Dakota Fighting Sioux hockey, and storm chasing.

Hi, I’m Chloe Evenson. I am from Pelican Rapids. 
This spring I graduated from Minnesota State Commu- continued on page 2

nity and Technical College of Fergus Falls with my Asso-
ciates degree. I love spending time outdoors, hiking and 
snowboarding. Also I enjoy spending my time traveling 
and seeing what the world has to offer. I will be taking 
a year off, in search for the right college. Eventually I 
hope to be doing some type of Forestry work in the Rocky 
Mountains. 

Water Sampling/Monitoring
This summer a significant portion of our time has 

been dedicated to water sampling. This includes moni-
toring and sampling of three creeks on a weekly basis, 
six lakes on a monthly basis, one Ducks Unlimited (DU) 
property on a bi-monthly basis, and assistance with a 
West Fork Des Moines River (WFDMR) Watershed 
project.

On almost a weekly basis we would do monitoring 
and sampling at three stream sites for the HLWD. These 
sites are located along Jack Creek, Okabena Creek, and 
the Heron Lake Outlet. While at each site we have been 
taking observations of the stream condition, which in-
cludes things such as water height, flow, color, and its 
recreational suitability. Each stream also has a CR10 
gauging station, which takes readings every fifteen min-
utes of the stream’s height and also records any precipita-
tion amounts. To obtain the information from the CR10 
we use a data logger to download the data, which is also 
used to get an exact measurement of the current stream 
height. To make sure the CR10 has been reading accu-
rately we also take a measurement of the stream height 
with a steel tape. Both of these readings are then com-
pared to make sure they are within the allowed deviation.

To take stream samples we use a bucket method to 
fill the three bottles that are sent to the Minnesota Val-
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Interns . . . continued from page 1
ley Testing Lab. Lab analysis then provided information on 
parameters such as nitrate and nitrite, total phosphorus, or-
thophosphorus, total suspended solids, and E. coli. At each 
stream we use HACH probes to take measurements of dis-
solved oxygen (DO), conductivity, pH, and water tempera-
ture. We use a secchi tube to record the water transparency. 
After each significant rain event we would also sample mul-
tiple times a week, as the goal is to catch stream conditions 
in its rise, peak, and fall.

Once a month we have also been collecting water sam-
ples for six lakes within the HLWD. These lakes include 
North and South Heron Lake, East and West Graham Lake, 
and First and Second Fulda Lake. At each lake we have 
been using a canoe to paddle out to a predetermined spot 
that has been marked on a global positioning system (GPS). 
At the sampling location we collected three bottles of water 
to be sent to lab for analysis. Lab analysis provided informa-
tion on the same parameters as the streams along with the 
addition of chlorophyll. To obtain our water samples we also 
used one of two different sampling procedures. One method 
was done by using a two-meter integrated sampler, and the 
other was done using a two-liter bottle and inverting it at 
a depth of 0.5 meters. On lakes with a depth of two me-
ters or greater the integrated sampler could be used, and on 
lakes with a depth of less than two meters the 2-liter bottle 
method is used.

Lake Levels
Every Monday we have been traveling to four lakes in 

the HLWD 
to take lake 
level readings. 
These lakes 
include Duck 
Lake, West 
Graham Lake, 
East Graham 
Lake, and First 
Fulda Lake. 
At each of 
these lakes we 
would go to 
a spot where 
the Minnesota 
Department of 
Natural Re-
sources (DNR) has installed a stationary scale and take a 
reading. On a few occasions algae and muck had built up. 
When this happened, we would have to remove the scale to 
take a measurement. At each lake we took visual observa-
tions and recorded information such as whether fish were 
present or algae levels changed. On one occasion in the be-
ginning of July the algae levels on West Graham were found 

to be abnormally high and appeared to be different. This was 
a possible blue-green algae bloom, which can produce tox-
ins that are harmful to fish and other animals. On August 
1st we also found there to be a fish fill on First Fulda Lake. 
The fish kill was located downstream of the dam. This was 
reported to Minnesota DNR. After talking to DNR staff we 
were informed that this is common at this location as DO 
levels get severely depleted when water is not flowing over 
the dam.

Artificial Nest Survey
The first couple weeks of July I spent most my time look-

ing for waterfowl nesting structures. I would gather informa-
tion from each nest. The information ranged from usage and 
condition of the nest, to vegetation surrounding it. Pictures 
were taken of nests that were in poor condition or to peek 
inside the tall ones. 

Fred Henning let me use his ATV, allowing me to travel 
faster to each site. Using maps, I was able to find most nests, 
noting the ones that weren’t there. Eggs that were warm 
were left alone because they were being incubated. The 
ones that were cool to touch were tossed.

Compared to last year, the nest usage has dropped from 
forty-one percent to thirty-six. Twelve houses weren’t found 
this year. Last year the interns found one hundred houses. 
This year I found eighty-eight. 

Goose Banding
In mid-June we met Department of Natural Resources 

(DNR) staff from the Windom office. About twenty other 
people were about to spend 14 hours on a wild goose chase.

The DNR had spent the weeks before scouting for 
geese. During mid-June the geese start to molt, making 
them flightless. This is prime time to band geese. At the 
sites the boats entered the water while we got in position. 
The boats would steer the geese to land. Chain-linked pan-
els were used to enclose the geese. When the panels were 
close enough they were tied together. Here the birds were 
handed to DNR staff that could sex and age them properly. 
A total of 542 birds were banded. There were 22 recaptures.

It was a very fun, exciting, and messy job.

Best Management Practice (BMP) Inspections
We have spent a considerable amount of time conduct-

ing site inspections for BMPs throughout the watershed dis-
trict. For each BMP site inspection, we complete a Clean 
Water Partnership site inspection form, take photographs of 
the conservation practice, and see if there have been any 
unauthorized alterations or activities to the property. Ex-
amples of BMPs we have done inspections for include filter 
strips, waterways, terraces, wetland restorations, cedar re-
vetments, J-hook weirs, and shoreline restorations. For the 
site inspections a database was also created to store all of 
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1995 Kelli Daberkow
1996 Kelli Daberkow, Hillary Rossow
1997 Kelli Daberkow, Jason Garms
1998 Kelli Daberkow, Kelli Koch
1999 Brian Parrie, Anton Benson
2000 Mindy Oelke, Melissa Benson
2001 Mindy Oelke, Stacy Hussong
2002 Mindy Oelke, Cassandra Leopold
2003 Mindy Oelke, Matt Walters
2004 Ross Behrends, Ryan Scheevel
2005 Chris Bauer, Candance Dunse
2006 Tim Drescher, Eric Holst
2007 Janelle Kuechle, Landon Swanson
2008 Anthony Johnson, Megan Stegmeir
2009 Lloyd Kalfs, Lauren Michelsen
2010 Nicole Burkard, Lloyd Kalfs
2011  Nicole Burkard, Tyler Obermoller
2012    Andrew Busman
2013 Amanda Schultz, Nick Bancks
2014 Jacob Post, Logan Alhers
2015 Cole Sinnamon, Michelle Chapel

PAST INTERNS

the pictures that have been collected, so they can be used 
for reports and presentations. The database includes photos 
that were taken from previous site inspections back to 2013.

Cedar Revetments
In late June we spent a week installing cedar revetments. 

On this project we worked with the Minnesota Conserva-
tion Corps (MCC). They were in charge of cutting down the 
trees at Talcot Lake Wildlife Management Area (WMA). 
We had to cut down 75 cedars close to eight feet in height. 
Once on the ground we dragged the cedars to a trailer. A 
member of the DNR loaded the rees with a skid steer. 

Trees were unloaded at the site and drug to the sec-
tions in the stream. The trees were strapped together and 
anchored to the ground. This involved someone holding the 
drive rod in place while another person pounded the stake 
into the ground, anchoring the tree.

Jack and Okabena Creek Sediment Reduction 
Once a month 

we have been 
traveling to three 
J-hook weir instal-
lation sites to per-
form monitoring. 
One of these sites 
is located along 
Jack Creek and the 
other two are along 
Okabena Creek. 
At each site there 
are multiple bends 
along the stream 
that have to be 
monitored. At 
each of the bends 
we have been tak-
ing pictures, video footage, and turbidity tests of the wa-

ter. The J-hook 
weirs consist of 
many boulders 
placed along 
the stream 
bank in the 
shape of a J fac-
ing upstream. 
The goal of the 
weirs is to di-
vert the energy 
of the water 
from the bank 
it is placed on 
to the middle 
of the stream. 
This in effect 

allows for rebuilding and increased stabilization of a stream-
bank where there has been severe erosion.  

Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD)- Tree Planting

Earlier this summer in May, we spent one after planting 
trees with the SWCD. We worked with Emmy Peters, who 
explained the purpose of this tree planting. Since we were 
planting Red-Osier Dogwood and Black Hill Spruces, the 
trees will eventually provide habitat for wildlife. The dog-
wood also will provide food.

When we arrived to the planting site, they already had 
the tree rows marked out with flags at each end of the field. 
One important thing that we needed to remember was to 
keep the roots wet. Two people rode on the planter as the 
tractor pulled. Following the planter was a chain with flags 
marking certain distances. A tree was place at each flag. 
Spruce were planted every 20 feet and dogwood every four 
to five.

The planter had seats for two people and a basket to 
hold the trees. There was a lever that would raise us up and 
down, which also changed the planting depth. When we 
weren’t riding we would walk behind and made sure the 
trees were planted well. 
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The Effect of the Heavy
Rainfall on Area Lakes

By Sherry Schoewe

Since we had such a wet spring and early summer 
we wondered how the local lakes had been affected so I 
asked Jan Voit if they had any data she could share. She 
provided the charts contained on this page. She also 
provided similar data from the DNR for Heron Lake.

The HLWD monitors lake elevation levels on 
Duck, East Graham, West Graham, and Fulda Lakes. 
These four sites are visited once a week from the be-
ginning of May until the end of September. 2016 start-
ed as a wet year with all lake levels high compared to 
previous years. Duck and East Graham were so high 
the scale was under water and an exact elevation was 
not read. The lakes slowing started to drop by the end 
of May. June brought some rain events and the lakes 
slightly increased.

The HLWD launched a new website in April. If 
you would like to check out their website for further 
info,  you can find them at www.hlwdonline.org/php/ 

 

 

DNR Duck Counts
Population counts are up for several species of ducks 

that breed in Minnesota, according to the results of the an-
nual DNR spring waterfowl survey. The total estimate is 
768,000, which is 47% higher than last year and 25% above 
the long-term average. The survey is used to estimate the 
number of breeding ducks or breeding geese that nest in the 
state rather than just migrate through. The Canada goose 
population is estimated at 202,000, which is lower than last 
year’s estimate of 250,000. The survey has been done each 
year since 1968.
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Log Book Request
and Reminder
By Sherry Schoewe

I found this record from the Pohlman Gun 
Club. It reminded me that keeping log books 
is not only an important part of document-
ing the season's hunting, but it is also plays 
an important part in upholding the mission 
of the NHLGPA and Clubs' founders. It helps 
to show the health of the lake and the effects 
of the effort put forth by everyone involved. 
It documents the success of everyone in con-
tinuing to work toward the same goal of creat-
ing and maintaining a habitat that is desirable 
and functional for the good of everyone and 
everything. It also helps us to maintain a writ-
ten historical record of the progress that has 
been made and continues to be made. Please 
consider creating a new system or maintain-
ing an old one and send your records to me at 
director@nhlgpa.org  after the season is over. 
Thank you!!
Document courtesy of the
Jackson County Historical Society
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 The Prairie Ecology Bus 
Center (PEBC) has been un-
dergoing lots of changes this 
last year in preparation for new 
leadership in mid-September, 
2016.  It is both bittersweet 
and exciting to hang up a hat 
that I've proudly been wearing 
for 18 years and exchange it for 
a new one.  A number of years 
prior to taking the position 
of Executive Director for the 
PEBC, I made myself a promise 
that if, at some point in the future I still had the interest, I 
would pursue a PhD and delve deeper into the profession of 
environmental education and give back to the field overall.  
A couple of years ago, the pieces started to fall into place 
whereby this new journey could become a reality.  My ex-
periences through the PEBC organization and Ecology Bus 
programs have indeed provided the inspiration and direc-
tion this new academic adventure will take.  

We understand that programs such as those offered 
through the PEBC help to improve science understanding 
and broaden environmental awareness. But what is less un-
derstood is how these programs can help at-risk youth.  I've 
been privileged to witness transformative effects of outdoor 
education for such students over the years and it has helped 
me to decide the direction of research I will conduct in my 
doctoral program 
through Antioch 
University in New 
England.  My hope 
is to ultimately 
be able to make 
the case to school 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s 
that not only can 
outdoor, environ-
mental education 
programs support 
science education 
but also provide 
a form of therapy 
for at-risk youth.  
My goal is to help 
strengthen reasons 
for schools to in-
corporate environ-
mental education 
into their curricu-
lum.

Prairie Ecology Bus Center Update
By Chrystal Dunker

In preparation for this transition at PEBC, a couple key 
changes have been taking place.  Alisha Flemming, a natu-
ralist with the PEBC since 2008, has moved into the position 
of Program Coordinator and is now handling the scheduling 
of Ecology Bus programs along with school assemblies, com-
munity education classes, public programs and other out-
reach.  Her familiarity with program scheduling, the groups 
we work with, and locations we work at will be a great help 
for a new director coming in to learn the ropes.

With the new Program Coordinator position filled, we 
began our search for a new director this spring and were 
excited to find someone who was already a neighbor in 
Jackson County and possessed many of the qualifications we 
were hoping for in a new director.  She brings to this position 
a background as an ag science teacher, experience running 
an organic farm, enthusiasm for outdoor education, and a 
passion for inspiring youth to be good stewards of the planet 
that sustains us.  While I may be stepping away from the 
PEBC, I will look forward to watching how the organization 
will continue to evolve and grow under her new leadership.  
It has been my pleasure and privilege to have been able to 
work with so many youth, families, schools and organiza-
tions such as the NHLGPA over the years.  It is now my 
pleasure and privilege to announce Freya Thurmer as my 
successor.  Thank you for your support and partnership with 
the PEBC for the last 18+ years and may that relationship 
continue and thrive with PEBC's new leadership!

Out at Creekside for water testing.
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Bill Vangsness is 2016 Person of the Year
By Sherry Schoewe

The NHLGPA has chosen Bill Vangsness as our Person of the Year for 2016!
Bill lives in Okabena with his wife of 43 years, Diane. They have three children, 

Mike, Kelly, and Jane and six grandchildren. He has been at the First State Bank of 
Okabena since September of 1972 and currently serves as Bank President.

Bill got involved with the NHLGPA in 1974 and started clerking the annual 
picnic auctions in 1978. In 1975 he became a member of the North Marsh Club. In 
1978 he joined the Moore Hunting Club and has been a member there since then. 
Bill met Jim Thompson at the annual picnics and when Kelly McDowell was hired 
by the group, Jim convinced him to become more involved with the organization. 
He became the Treasurer in 1991 and has continued to handle all of the financial 
responsibilities since that time. He will be retiring this year after 25 years! Bill has al-
ways been an essential part of the annual banquet’s success. We hope he will contin-
ue to help us make the banquet run smoothly with his experience and knowledge! 

He has also been involved as a committee member with DU and Pheasants 
Forever since they began in Jackson County. Bill has served several terms on the 
Jackson County Planning and Zoning Board, Okabena City Council for 10 years 
and was the Mayor of Okabena for 12 years. No wonder he is ready to take some 
time to relax and enjoy a little golf, hunting, and  snowmobiling and spend time on 
Big Stone Lake with his family and friends!

I have really enjoyed working with Bill these 
past few years and will miss his dry sense of hu-
mor! We all wish you the best and can’t thank 
you enough for all that you have done to help 
the NHLGPA these past 25 years!! 

A few years back….Bill Vangsness,
John Sathe, Jerry Christopherson,
and Adam Schumacher

Remember to follow us on Facebook to stay connected and up to 
date on what’s happening! If you would like to contribute something 
please contact Aaron Meyer at aaron.meyer989@gmail.com or Kris-
tin Hovland at hovlandkristin@hotmail.com or 507-360-4677.

Facebook Reminder!
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From the 
 President’s Desk

Welcome to the 2016 hunting season. Hope this finds 
you all well during a wonderful time of year.

Social media has certainly changed the way our soci-
ety interacts.  Communication is becoming quicker and 
easier but is it always better?  We can email large groups 
of people in an instant.  But does it get lost in hundreds 
of other emails?  We can text a quick message but the 
reply is sometimes “K”.  Does that mean; they heard you, 
agree with you, or don’t know what to say back?   Do our 
new ways of communication make face to face or voice to 
voice conversation less frequent?  Do we still want to pick 
up the phone and actually talk to someone?  Are we less 
likely to introduce ourselves to a stranger?

This could potentially become a problem with our or-
ganization.  Down the road if our group becomes more 
distant from each other we will be less likely to under-
stand other clubs or hunters’ ideas or concerns making it 
more difficult to move together as a unit.

For these rea-
sons I am encourag-
ing everyone to come to 
our annual duck hunter’s 
banquet and introduce yourself to at least three people 
you don’t know.  Take that opportunity to learn something 
about them like what club they belong to or what their 
connections are to the NHLGPA.  Another idea would be 
to take a trip around the lake and visit some of the other 
clubs during the season and discuss some ways to improve 
the lake and/or the hunting on it.  

Participating in increased face to face and voice to 
voice conversation can lead to greater connectivity within 
our organization.  I look forward to seeing you face to face 
at our annual NHLGPA banquet.

Adam Schumacher
May your waders stay dry

and your gun barrels stay warm.  

Opening Day
30 Years Ago, 1986

Back row, left to right, 
Eric Thompson holding 

Jasper, Tony Thompson, 
Jim Thompson, 

unidentified.
Front row, Frank Meyers, 
John Tester, Bruce Turner, 

Christine and Mark 
Thompson, Sam Kennedy.

It looks like this group 
from Hotadan Club 
enjoyed a successful 

opening with good hunting 
and good weather.
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The Ranch
Recently, Wiley Smith, Mort Smith’s 

son, donated the sign that hung on the 
clubhouse of The Ranch to the Jackson 
County Historical Society. The Ranch 
was located on the west side of North 
Heron Lake. It was started in the late 
1800’s by Wiley P. and Ben St. John. 
Sadly, Wiley lost his life there after be-
ing caught in a bad storm. Abe Nelson 
brought him back to the cabin, but Wi-
ley died from injuries and exposure after 
falling out of a duck boat.

The Ranch was sold to C. T. Jaffray 
and others who later decided to move to 

the Detroit Lakes area. By then the name had been 
changed to Hokamde. After standing empty for 
many years, J. Morton Smith, grandson of Wiley St. 
John, bought it. Mort tore down the original part of 
the clubhouse. He left the part with the large brick 
fireplace, which was built by the Dalziel family. 
Red Dalziel eventually bought the clubhouse from 
Mort. He sold it in 1979 after deciding to move to 
McGregor, MN. David Meyer, Leo Stern, Robert 
Lange, and Jack Freed currently own it. The photo 
shows Wiley St. John in 1905 (on the right). How 
amazing to have this great piece of history come 
back to the area after all these years! 

The map is circa 1941
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Trumpeter Swan featured on Federal Duck Stamp
This year the Federal Duck Stamp features the trumpeter swan. Today, Minnesota has the largest population of trumpet-

er swans in the upper Midwest. The restoration was made possible by donations to the Nongame Wildlife check off on state 
income tax and property tax forms, as well as by many volunteers and enthusiasts such as the NHLGPA. The Trumpeter 
Swan Society in Plymouth will receive more than 60% of the purchase price of prints purchased through them. Joe Hautman, 
the artist, is making the donation. If you are interested or would like more information you can contact the society.

The 2016–2017 Federal 
Duck Stamp Contest win-
ning design shows a pair of 
trumpeter swans flying over 
a peaceful wetlands scene. 
Having observed them 
closely in the field, artist 
Joe Hautman describes the 
trumpeter swan as a study 
in contrast: "Not only the 
black-on-white colors, but 
also the contrast of their 
mostly silent flight, with the 
raucous trumpeting call, and 
the contrast of the lightness 
with which they seem to 
float as they are landing, with 
the power of the wing beats 
that lift them back into the 
air." Although the trumpeter 
swan is no longer hunted, its 
appearance on the Federal 
Migratory Bird Hunting and 

Conservation Stamp highlights the importance of duck stamp dollars for all migratory species and the many other birds and 
animals that benefit from the conservation of habitat across America.

The 2016–2017 Federal Duck Stamp Prints are lithographic reproductions of the original painting printed on high-
quality, acid-free paper with archival fade resistant inks. Each print is numbered and signed by Joe Hautman, now 
a 5-time winner of the prestigious national competition.

The Trumpeter Swan (Cygnus buccinator)
 The trumpeter swan is the largest North American migratory waterfowl. They were once common in wetlands across 

a broad region of the country from Illinois northwest to Alaska, but the large, low flying birds were easily hunted and 
nesting habitat diminished as settlers moved across the country. By the late nineteenth century trumpeters had largely 
disappeared from the lower 48 states, falling to just 69 birds in the 1930s. Recovery efforts in several states have success-
fully reintroduced the trumpeters to much of their former range. Today the estimated population of trumpeter swans in 
Minnesota alone is well over 10,000 birds.

"Trumpeter Swans" by Joe Hautman

© 2016 Joe Hautman



11

The Medallion Edition 
A 24-karat gold-plated medallion and a lower edition size adds 
to the distinction of this print. Each lithograph is numbered and 
personally signed by the artist. Traditionally this print is framed 
as in the example shown along with the medallion and two duck 
stamps, one mint and one signed by the artist. (Framing and 
stamps are not included in the price of the print.)

The Collector’s Edition 
The most popular duck stamp print choice. This lithographic print is hand numbered 
and personally signed by the artist. The Collector’s edition is traditionally framed 
as shown along with the duck stamp itself which serves as a statement of your 
support of this vital conservation program. (Note that the framing and stamp are 
not included in the price of the print shown below.)

Remarqued Editions
Two remarqued editions are available.  Each print comes 
with a 24K gold-plated medallion and bears a one-of-a-kind 

original piece of artwork created directly on 
the lower margin of the print. Traditionally 
the print and medallion are framed along with 
two duck stamps, one mint and one signed by 
the artist. The Executive edition print carries 
a detailed pencil remarque by Joe Hautman. 
The President’s edition is distinguished by 
an original color remarque hand-painted by 
the artist.Example of pencil 

remarque.

Example of painted color remarque.
Collector’s Edition . . . . . . . . . . . $189.
10,500 signed and numbered prints.
Medallion Edition. . . . . . . . . . . . $349.
2,000 s/n prints with a 24K gold plated 
bronze, die struck medallion.

(Print prices above do not include frames or stamps.)

Mint Federal Duck Stamp  . . . . . . . $25.
Artist Signed Federal Stamp  . . . . . $28.

Delivery: Prints will be available starting July, 2016. 
Executive and President’s editions available as artist 
completes remarques.

Print Specifi cations:
Species: Trumpeter Swan
Image Size: 6.5 x 9 inches (Light resistant HUV inks)
Paper Size: 12 x 14 inches (130# Euroart Dull Cover)

Executive Edition . . . . . . . . . . .$1,049.
300 s/n prints with original pencil 
remarque and gold-plated medallion.

President’s  Edition  . . . . . . . . .$1,295.
300 s/n prints with original color 
remarque and gold-plated medallion.

Artist Proof Prints
Collector’s Edition (650 prints) . . . . $249
Medallion Edition (200 prints). . . . . $399
Executive Edition (50 prints) . . . . $1,249
President’s Edition (50 prints) . . . $1,495

YOUR AUTHORIZED DEALER

The Trumpeter Swan Society
12615 Rockford Rd.

Plymouth, MN 55441-1248
www.TrumpeterSwanSociety.org

715-441-1994

For more information about Joe Hautman or the Federal Duck Stamp print program visit www.hautman.com  ©2016 Joseph Hautman
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Wings On The Prairie
Fifteenth Annual

Celebration
The Wings on the Prairie celebration was held Sat-

urday, May 7th this year celebrating a fifteen year partner-
ship with North Heron Lake Game Producers Association 
(NHLGPA).  It is hard to believe we have been presenting 
educational family quality programs together with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service for this long.  

The morning began as it has these past several years 
now with the early morning bird walks hosted by Don Vr-
chota and the Jackson County Birding Club, Gary Vander-
werf and the Cottonwood County Birding Club and Private 
Lands Biologist Scott Ralston.  There were 15 participants 
at the first 6:30 AM bird walk counting 35 different species.

The second bird walk at 8:00 AM had 14 folks counting 
an additional five species giving this years’ count of 40 spe-
cies. This was down from the count last year by two species.

This year, the NHLGPA sponsored the construction of 
30 mourning 
dove platform 
houses.  There 
were some 
materials left 
from other 
programs to 
construct ma-
son bee hives 
and wood 

duck houses.  They were constructed and given away as long 
as supplies lasted.  Again, John Singler and his Worthing-
ton High School Industrial Technology class pre-cut all of 
the mourning dove houses.  Assisting with the construction 

of these wildlife homes were members from the NHLGPA. 
There were new activities this year consisting of creating 
and coloring their own buttons to remember Wings on the 
Prairie, paper bag eagle puppets, and butterfly tattoos.  One 
of the kids even managed to make me sit still for a butter-
fly application 
on my cheek.  
More kids are 
finding an in-
terest to com-
pete in the 
Federal Junior 
Duck Stamp 
competition.  
To find out 
more informa-
tion on the 
contest rules, 
all they have to do is go to the following website for the 

rules: https://www.fws.gov/.../junior-duck-stamp-conser-
vation-program.php.  It sure would be nice to see a young-
ster from our area (with all the wonderful natural resources 
down here) win this competition.       

Our first program ran into a glitch with the speaker hav-
ing a family medical emergency; therefore, Tony Thompson 
and Sonya Buller volunteered to speak on the topic of Wil-
low Lake Farms and the depletion of prairie and wildlife 
resources around Fish Lake.  Topics covered included the 
collection of 1000 year old shards, tools and other artifacts 
shared with the audience and the future of farming using ni-
trogen efficiency – conventional vs. controlled drainage sys-
tems, wood chip bioreactors, and ridge tilling.  These ideas 

NHLGPA mourning dove platform houses

Paper bag eagle puppets

Federal Junior Duck Stamp display
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Thanks for your help in supporting
the Auctions and NHLGPA!! 

Club Challenge Change
You have all been so generous and very creative 

with your great donations for the silent and live auc-
tion! We can’t thank you enough for everything you 
bring to support the banquet. We again would like to 
ask you to bring one or two items for the silent or live 
auction, clearly labeled with your club name. This year 
we will not be awarding a plaque to the club with the 
item that brings the most money. We hope that you 
will continue to donate unique and useful items to help 
make the evening fun for everyone! Thanks for sup-
porting the NHLGPA!!

Shards from Willow Lake Farm

Raptor Center – Alison 
Falldin with screech owl

Bison burger lunch

are being shared 
globally with 
other countries as 
well.

The Raptor 
Center, founded 
in 1974 and spe-
cializing in the 
medical care, re-
habilitation, and 
conservation of 

eagles, hawks, owls, and falcons 
was our second featured program.  
Alison Falldin was the featured 
speaker using live specimens fea-
turing and biology shared of a 
Great horned owl, Screech owl, 
American kestrel, and the magnifi-
cent Bald eagle.  Parents and their 
children were certainly entertained 
by the wildlife. 

The Friends of Windom Wet-
lands hosted the bison burger lunch 

prepared by Dr. Mike Stone.  On behalf of the NHLGPA, 
Worthington High School Industrial Technology, Friends 
of Windom Wetlands, and the USFWS, we appreciate your 
support by sharing the day with us. We hope you make a lot 
of memories outdoors this fall. 
Feathers & Down…
Howard A. Paul, Park Ranger
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
49663 County Road #17
Windom, MN 56101-3026 
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The North Heron Lake Game Producers Association (NHLGPA) and 
the Bill & Marilyn Fest Family presented a memorial scholarship at Heron 
Lake-Okabena High School to honor Paul Fest who was a very dear and 
active member of our organization. The memorial scholarship is open to 
all senior class members. The submitted applications were reviewed by the 
NHLGPA Executive Committee and Fest Family. Applicants were evalu-
ated on extra-curricular activities, hobbies, and future plans and they were 
asked write a brief essay on how the qualities of character and integrity re-

late to their lives, qualities Paul Fest believed were very important to possess no matter what you do in life.

This year two $500 memorial scholarships were awarded. Hailey Schumacher and Matthew Poppe each re-
ceived a $500 scholarship. We wish them much success.

The NHLGPA and Fest Family would like to honor Paul and his contribution to the organization by continu-
ing the scholarship in the coming years. If you would like to help by donating to the Paul Fest Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund please contact Sherry at director@nhlgpa.org or 507-840-0055.

This year’s new Gold Sponsorship item will be a microfleece jacket. 
We hope to have them available for you to take with you the night of the 
banquet. Consider becoming a Gold Sponsor Member by contributing 
$150 or more. 

We appreciate your support! 

Consider a Gold Sponsor    
                           Membership!

Two $500 Scholarships, in memory of Paul Fest, will be awarded to two seniors at Heron Lake-Okabena 
High School every year in May. If you would like to make it possible to continue this project we would wel-
come your additional support. Please consider making a donation towards the scholarship fund. It’s clear that 
this is a welcome and appreciated way to help a student further their education.

Many thanks to everyone who 
remembered the NHLGPA 
with gifts, memorials, and 

contributions!

We appreciate your 
thoughtfulness and support!

Paul Fest
Memorial

2016
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About NHLGPA . . .About NHLGPA . . .
The North Heron Lake Game Producers Association, 

Incorporated is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt, private, nonprofit 
organization founded in 1965. NHLGPA is dedicated to the 
protection and preservation of Heron Lake and its environs. 
In 1965, project work began to restore the giant Canada 
goose to Heron Lake. That success story has been followed 
by more projects within the Heron Lake watershed includ-
ing the reintroduction of trumpeter swans and osprey. An 
internship program was also started in 1995. Over the years, 
the program has hired many graduates from the local area 
who have gone on to pursue successful careers in natural re-
sources. For more information about NHLGPA, please con-
tact NHLGPA, PO Box 43, Windom, MN 56101, director@
nhlgpa.org, 507-840-0055 or 507-639-5922.

2016 Officers
Adam Schumacher .......................................... President
Joel Hovland ....................................First Vice President
Aaron Meyer ...............................Second Vice President
Kerry Leopold ........................................... Past President
Bill Vangsness ................................................... Treasurer
Sherry Schoewe ............................. Director of Programs

Directors
Joe Blastick - TNC
Chad Christopherson
Jerry Christopherson
Fred Ehlers
Bill Fest
Mark Fest
Jack Freed
Fred Henning
Joel Hovland
Kristin Hovland
Paul Hovland

Owner Members
Bill Fest .............................................................Duck Inn
Jack Freed ........................................................ Hokamde
Paul Hovland ....................................... Lone Tree Lodge
Joel Hovland ...............Lakefield-Heron Lake Gun Club
Eddie Peter ............................................Long Point Club
Joe Blastick, Rep. ................... The Nature Conservancy
David Pohlman ................................Pohlman Gun Club
Victor Pohlman ..................................Jackson Gun Club
John Ward ..................... St. Paul-Heron Lake Gun Club
Mike Mooney .................................... Heron Lake Farms
Thompson Brothers ..........................................Hotadan

Advisory Board
Jeff C. Braegelmann ..........................................Attorney
Gerald T. Carroll ...............................................Attorney
P. Kelly McDowell ............................... Wildlife Biologist
Perry Zieske .......................................................Engineer
Lee Carlson ................................................... Consultant
Pete Bauman ................................................. Consultant
Kurt Forman ....................... Assistant State Coordinator
Richard Bishop .................................... Wildlife Biologist

If you wish to be removed from our mailing list, please let us know.

I would like to learn more about making a larger contribution of money or property 
to the work being done by NHLGPA. At this point, my interest is confidential, so I 
would prefer to direct this note to one of the two attorneys on the Advisory Board: 

Jeff Braegelmann Gerald T. Carroll
Attorney at Law Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 458 8525 Edinbrook Crossing Suite 102B
New Ulm, MN 56073-0458 Brooklyn Park, MN 55443
(507) 354-3111 (612) 215-3300
 YES NO
I would consider making arrangements in my will.  ____ ____
I would consider a memorial gift. ____ ____
I would consider a grant (matching funds or otherwise). ____ ____
I would prefer not to specify at this time. ____ ____

Name: Phone:

Address:

E-mail:

Please consider becoming a Gold Please consider becoming a Gold 
Sponsor member. Gold Sponsors Sponsor member. Gold Sponsors 
are entitled to a specially designed are entitled to a specially designed 

embroidered blanket!embroidered blanket!

Lloyd Kalfs
Mike LaMaack
Robert Lange
Kerry Leopold
Kelly Luebben
Mark Matuska
Aaron Meyer
Bob Meyer 
Eddie Peter
David Pohlman
Victor Pohlman
Jerry Raedeke

John Sather
Rod Sather
Adam Schumacher
Dean Schumacher
Trent Schumacher
Zach Schumacher
Ted Shogren
James Slade
Tony Thompson
Bill Vangsness
Christopher Ward

Your Membership Matters
Thank you for your previous and current support! You have helped 

support Heron Lake and our projects which include: PEBC watershed 
water monitoring, Interns with Heron Lake Watershed District, Wings 
On The Prairie, and the Paul Fest Scholarship, as well as preserva-
tion of the lake and providing protection and sanctuary for nesting 
and migrating birds. Consider becoming a member at any level and 
receive our newsletter twice a year. All Gold Sponsor members receive 
a special gift. Please use the 
enclosed envelope to send 
your check to NHLGPA 
and return the stub show-
ing your name and address 
or contact info. A formal 
receipt can be mailed upon 
request. All donations are deductible for state and federal income tax 
purposes.

Supporting Membership   $15.00 and up 
Sponsoring Membership   $100.00 and up 
Gold Sponsor Member    $150.00 and up
Thanks for your support! �

Planned Gifts, Memorials and Grants
NHLGPA is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization under the Internal 

Revenue Code; therefore planned gifts, memorials, and bequests by 
will are exempt from taxation. If you are interested in learning more 
about giving to NHLGPA in this manner, please seek initial guidance 
from your attorney. Or, one of our advisory board members listed below 
would be available to discuss your options in an initial conference at 
no charge.  �
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Heron Lake Community Center
Social Hour 5:00–6:00 p.m. • Serving 6:00–7:30 p.m.

Mark your 

calendars!
Pleasejoin us!

BE AN EARLY BIRD!
Send in your NHLGPA membership by September 17

and have your name entered in a drawing for one of two $50
cash prizes at the banquet!

A live auction as well as a silent auction and general raffle will feature unique items and 
collectibles generously donated by area businesses and individuals. Once again, Jerry 
Raedeke will be sharing his talents at the banquet by painting an original watercolor 

to be auctioned later in the evening. A Browning Silver Stalker will be raffled (need not be present 
to win).

A delicious meal will be served from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m., and meal tickets will be available 
at the door. Meal tickets are $15 per person. A special thank you goes out to the Hi-Lo Club 
of Lakefield for its excellent catering services over the years. Beverages and setups will also be 
available throughout the evening.

Everyone attending the banquet will be asked to be an NHLGPA member for 2016. If you have 
already contributed this year, we sincerely thank you! Please present your current membership card 
at the door. 

As usual, memberships will also be available the night of the banquet. However, if you’d like to 
avoid waiting in line and have your name entered into an early bird drawing for two chances at $50, 
send your membership no later than September 17 to NHLGPA, PO Box 43, Windom, Minnesota, 
56101.

Your contributions are important in helping to protect one of our region’s least-disturbed resting 
and staging areas for migratory waterfowl. All proceeds from this banquet will be used to support 
projects and activities to improve Heron Lake and its watershed. Come and help us celebrate 
Heron Lake’s amazing history and traditions!

Please note: Meal tickets are $15 per person. 

5151stst Annual Annual

Duck Hunters' Duck Hunters' 
BanquetBanquet

Celebrating Heron Lake’s Waterfowl Refuge Since 1906 


